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    Dr. Hugh Curnutt, an associ-
ate professor for the School of 
Communication and Media is 
relaxed when it comes to atten-
dance. He said it is important 
for him to treat his students as 
adults.
    “I typically don’t make at-
tendance mandatory,” Curnutt 
said. “At the same time, howev-
er, I also don’t provide students 
with lecture slides or other 
missed content, and I very rare-
ly make exceptions for missed 
quizzes and exams, so it’s in my 
students’ best interest to attend 
when possible.”
    There are professors like 
Curnutt who do not take atten-
dance, but others are stricter. 
The truth is that there is no uni-
versity-wide attendance policy, 
and it is up to the discretion of 
the professor. Some students 
do not seem to mind, but many 
have arguments against the 
strict policy.
Faculty and students speak about attendance policies
Students wait just minutes before a history of television class starts in University Hall. Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
    School of Communication 
and Media professor Dr. Vanes-
sa Domine explained her policy 
on attendance.
    “I collect attendance by quiz-
zes,” she said, rather than roll 
call individual students’ names.
    In contrast, marketing pro-
fessor John E. Cavaliere checks 
for presence at the start of each 
class.
   “I take attendance every class,” 
Cavaliere said. “If you come in 
late, you lose one point off your 
final grade, and if I have to be 
here at 8:30 a.m. in the morning 
then so do you.”
    Assistant professor of manag-
ing Dr. Melissa Gutworth has a 
similar policy.
    “There are no freebie days and 
each day of class has attendance 
points and participation points 
so if you’re missing class you 
lose points for both,” Gutworth 
said. “But even if it’s an excused 
absence I have them write a pa-
per on what they missed. But I 
need documentation for that. It 
shows me that they know what 
they missed.”
   While Provost and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs Wil-
lard Gingerich said that while 
there is no universal attendance 
policy, there is an exception.
   According to an administra-
tion statement, faculty have to 
take attendance at least once 
for financial aid to disburse be-
cause of the U.S. Department 
of Education regulations. This 
relatively new practice by the 
university is an attempt to com-
bat financial aid fraud.
    
    Students have mixed reac-
tions to strict attendance poli-
cies because of varying aspects 
of going to university. 
    Some students, like senior 
justice studies major Michael 
Rotundo, are all for it.
   “They can learn your name 
and if you’re a good student 
they can help you out if they 
can,” Rotundo said.
    Psychology and linguistics 
double major Courtney Vignola 
disagrees.
    “I hate it when if you miss one 
or two classes your grade gets 
affected,” Vignola said. “It’s not 
fair, especially for commuters.”
    Senior exercise major Kayla 
Dixon is adamant that atten-
dance should not be taken.
    
“It should not matter if I’m 
physically coming into your 
class if I’m doing the work,” 
Dixon said. “It’s not the fact 
“What about when the professors cancel 
class? That’s fine, but then if we don’t show 
up, we’re penalized.”
- Tamara Gehy, senior exercise science major
    Efforts have intensified in the 
search for those responsible for 
the Bohn Hall pipe burst that 
occurred on Jan. 29. The Office 
of Residence Life is offering a 
reward for information regard-
ing the incident that has since 
been increased from $200 to 
$500.
   Since the pipe burst on the 
13th floor, the case is still under 
investigation. No information 
has been released to students 
about why the incident is being 
ruled as vandalism and not the 
fault of the building.
   “The damage to the initial 
item was determined to be 
criminal mischief as the dam-
age was consistent with pur-
poseful intent that could only 
be caused by human interven-
tion,” said university police 
Capt. Kieran Barrett. “What 
detectives will attempt to piece 
together is whether it was in-
tentional or accidental as well. 
The police department does not 
find [university] fault as you 
mentioned and explores all av-
enues of cause to either prove 
or disprove a case.”
    This has caused students to 
wonder if the pipe burst was re-
ally caused by vandalism or not 
and if the person did it on pur-
pose or by accident.
     “I think maybe it was on pur-
pose but [they] didn’t expect 
it to like…get as big as it has,” 
said freshman exercise science 
major Michael Alfarano.
       While some think the person 
responsible did it on purpose, 
undeclared freshman Victoria 
Santiago said she believes the 
person kicked the flusher acci-
dentally.
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Tuesday, Jan. 30
Parker Hall:  A female student re-
ported that a clothing item of hers 
was stolen from the laundry room. 
This incident is under investigation.
Monday, Jan. 29
Lot 19: Patrol officers responded 
when two male students were en-
gaged in a dispute over a park-
ing spot.  The males reported that 
words were exchanged which re-
sulted in a pushing match.  One 
male reported receiving a tear to his 
jacket and the other male reported 
that his car’s side mirror was bro-
ken during the argument. Nei-
ther male wished to press charges 
against the other at this time and 
agreed to exchange information to 
pay for the damage to one another. 
Monday, Jan. 29
Student Center: A mother of a 
male student with special needs 
reported that her son was tricked 
into handing over his ATM card 
to an unknown black male outside 
who was selling AirHead candies. 
The unknown black male made the 
student enter his pin number and 
take out $800 from his checking ac-
count from the ATM machine lo-
cated outside of the Student Center. 
This matter is under investigation.
Tuesday, Jan. 30
Bohn Hall: Patrol officers re-
sponded to the 13th floor in re-
gards to damage that appeared to 
have been inflicted intentionally 
to a toilet handle/pipe, resulting 
in massive amount of water to 
overflow into the hallway. This 
incident is under investigation.
Wednesday, Jan. 31
Text Message: A female student 
reported receiving harassing text 
messages from her ex-boyfriend’s 
female cousin. The nature of the 
text messages were concern-
ing to the student, as the female 
had threatened to fight her and 
told her to “kill herself.”  The fe-
male student did not wish to 
press charges at this time.  This 
incident is under investigation. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31
Freeman Hall: Students Hayden 
Zuber and Thomas Rose were ar-
rested for being in the possession 
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and for the possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Both students 
are awaiting processing at this time 
and a court date for the Montclair 
Municipal Court will be issued.
Thursday, Feb. 1
Sprague Library: Patrol offi-
cers responded to the first floor 
men’s bathroom for an incident 
of graffiti above the urinal. The 
graffiti was removed and this in-
cident is under investigation. 
Thursday, Feb. 1
On Campus: Patrol officers took a 
report from two female students 
who were engaged in an alterca-
tion with one another.  The  stu-
dents advised that they had met 
to discuss their ongoing prob-
lems, when the discussion became 
heated.  One student was alleged 
to have punched  the other, while 
the other student was alleged to 
have jumped on top of the other, 
damaging some of her personal 
property.  The argument was dis-
continued from escalating as the 
individuals had several witnesses 
present. Neither individual wished 
to press charges at this time. 
Friday, Feb. 2
Social Media: Patrol Officers took 
a follow up report from a female 
student in regards to a prior inci-
dent of simple assault.  The stu-
dent reported that she observed 
a video on Snapchat making fun 
of the alleged assault that had 
taken place a day earlier, which 
re-enacted the incident.  The stu-
dent advised that she received 
a text from the individual who 
posted the video stating, “Word 
of advice, keep my name out of 
your mouth.”  The student did not 
wish to press charges at this time.
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Black Heritage Month
Davonna Barber
Staff Writer
Flag raising ceremony symbolizes unity
    Montclair State Univer-
sity kicked off Black Heritage 
Month by having its annual 
Pan-African flag raising cer-
emony on Thursday, Feb. 1. 
Starting at College Hall, many 
students and faculty of color 
gathered together and walked 
to the Student Center quad 
where the actual flag raising 
took place.
    The Pan-African flag sym-
bolizes unity in all who are of 
African descent, making Black 
Heritage Month a campus wide 
experience.
    The ceremony began with a 
libation by Dr. Sandra Lewis, 
followed by an opening state-
ment from President of the 
Black Student Union Briana 
Matthews. President Susan 
Cole also made an appearance, 
delivering a welcoming speech 
prior to Christopher Cottle and 
Dominic Bowman performing 
the Black National Anthem as 
the flag was raised.
    “The flag raising ceremony 
is important because it brings 
us all together,” said Mathews, 
a senior sociology major. “We 
are walking in solidarity from 
College Hall to the flagpole 
and promoting black excellence 
through Black Heritage Month 
symbolizing that no one is left 
behind and no person is not a 
part of the black experience.”
    Each year, students of color 
along with the African-Amer-
ican studies department come 
together to create the program-
ming for Black Heritage Month.
    The month is a campus wide 
experience that features many 
events to promote and educate 
this year’s theme, “Stepping 
on the Shoulders of Greatness: 
Legacies of Pride and Prom-
ise..” The theme emphasizes 
that in order for black youth to 
look to the future, they must 
look back and recognize the 
people that made a change be-
fore them.
   Psychology professor Dr. 
Saundra Collins explained the 
meaning of this year’s theme.
    “We recognize history and 
the seeds that were sown and 
the bridges that were built,” 
Collins said. “As we are stand-
ing now, we have to recognize 
that we are active participants 
in history, and it’s ongoing and 
shapes us in terms of what we 
need to do for the future.”
    The ceremony was followed 
with a reception where stu-
dents in Greek organizations 
recognized African-Americans 
that came before them and left 
a huge impact on their lives.
     As the event drew to a close, 
there was an educational lesson 
on prominent African-Ameri-
cans like Philip Randolph, Cart-
er G. Woodson and Thurgood 
Marshall, aiming to inspire and 
motivate students of color to 
strive to make a huge impact on 
the world.
A march around campus followed the flag raising. Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
that I’m paying, it’s my time. 
Why should I be penalized for 
the times I’ve missed if I’m get-
ting all the work done? Why is 
it so much of their concern if 
I’m coming to your lectures or 
not?”
    Dixon said certain atten-
dance policies have affected her 
grades.
    “I missed one yoga class 
because I had chest pains, 
so I wrote a report on what I 
missed,” Dixon said. “And then 
I missed the last day of class, 
where nothing was going on, 
and my grade went from an A 
to a B-. So all the work I put into 
the class, figuring out the yoga 
poses, was for nothing. I’m here 
to further my education. If you 
want to drop my grade because 
of attendance, it’s not reflecting 
what I’m learning.”
    Another senior exercise sci-
ence major, Tamara Gehy, 
agreed with Dixon’s sentiments 
and rose the question, “What 
about when the professors can-
cel class?”
  “That’s fine, but then if we 
don’t show up, we’re penal-
ized,” Gehy said.
    Gehy continued to reflect on 
the times when her professor 
has cancelled class, only to have 
the teacher’s assistants take at-
tendance and teach the day’s 
lesson.
   Some students like junior 
business administration major 
Joey Marrella pay little atten-
tion to their individual course’s 
attendance policies.
   “Even if they don’t take atten-
dance, I still try to go as much 
as I can,” Marrella said, “be-
cause I’m paying so much for 
tuition I’d might as well go.”
Attendance: Most students argue against penalizationfor absence
Continued from  page 1
“As we are standing now, we have to 
recognize that we are active participants 
in history, and it’s ongoing and shapes us in 
terms of what we need to do for the future.”
- Dr. Saundra Collins, psychology professor 
Bohn: Investigation Continues as Students Weigh In on Validity of Vandalism
Continued from page 1
     “[My friend and I] flush the 
toilet with our feet so if some-
thing like that happened maybe 
they kicked it and they were 
embarrassed, and they left or 
something and it got worse 
than things had to get,” San-
tiago said. 
    Freshman computer science 
major Bria Haughton was not 
as skeptical of the vandalism.
    “I honestly think it was an 
accident because the flush-o-
meter is the handle,” Haughton 
said. “Someone probably hit it 
too hard with their foot.”
   Others like Rayane Yam-
out, an undeclared freshman, 
blamed the fact that Bohn Hall 
is an older building and in need 
of repairs.
    “I honestly do not believe that 
the incident was vandalism be-
cause it’s an old building that 
falls apart on the daily,” Yam-
out said. “I think it was an ac-
cident, but that they’re pushing 
it as vandalism to get a scape-
goat.”
    In a Twitter poll sent out to 
students on The Montclarion’s 
Twitter account, over 50 per-
cent of those who responded 
said they believe the cause of 
the flooding to be vandalism.
     Another concern from Bohn 
Hall residents regarding the 
pipe burst is the university’s 
community damage billing 
policy, which states that any 
damages to the building that 
are found in common areas are 
billed to all residents unless 
that person is found. Similarly, 
the Bohn Hall pipe burst brings 
up the issue of this policy and 
how students do not think it’s 
fair to be charged for some-
thing they didn’t cause.
     “I wasn’t even here when 
it happened, I found out from 
other people,” said Nick Paren-
ti, a freshman accounting ma-
jor. “So the fact that I’m paying 
for it…I think that’s wrong.”
    Santiago said the situation 
is especially unfair for the stu-
dents who live on the 13th floor, 
who have to pay to replace their 
water damaged personal be-
longings.
    “They already have to worry 
about the damages done to their 
own property let alone the dam-
ages done to everyone else’s,” 
Santiago said. “So yeah I don’t 
think that’s fair.”
    Yamout said she will be “ex-
tremely angry” about having 
to pay for the pipe burst even 
though she didn’t cause it.
    “Especially since they have 
not only put me as a student, 
and everyone else in this build-
ing, at fault for something that 
they did,” Yamout said. “I’m 
paying enough money in tuition 
for circumstances exactly like 
this, and it’s unfair that they’re 
punishing an entire building for 
one floor’s accident.”
     The Office of Residence Life 
has not disclosed any informa-
tion regarding how much the 
cost of the Bohn Hall damage 
will be as they are still gather-
ing the costs for labor and sup-
plies.
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Hawk Communications Launch Party Celebrates 
First On-Campus Public Relations Firm
Jennifer Leon
Staff Writer
Left to right: sophomore public relations major Genesis Acevedo, freshman public relations major Amanda Peacock 
and Montclair State PRSSA President Sabrina Araullo chat in the School of Communication and Media building’s lobby.
    Hawk Communications start-
ed off as an idea and eventually 
evolved into a student-run, full-
service public relations (PR) 
firm that offers services ranging 
from PR to production to ad-
vertising.
    The first ever on-campus PR 
agency aims to give students 
real-world experience while 
working with faculty advis-
ers from different industries to 
show the students new skills 
that can be integrated with PR.
   “...PR has evolved radically,” 
said content brand and jour-
nalism adviser Mark Effron. 
“Now, it may conclude a re-
lease, but in this digital age, 
there are more tools at the PR 
practitioner’s disposal. Telling 
a compelling story and using 
tools of interviewing, compel-
ling writing and narrative is es-
sential in promoting an organi-
zation and a company. We are 
all bombarded by images com-
ing at us all day long; effective 
PR cuts through the noise.”
    As of right now the agency 
has no specialty and is in the 
learning and developing stages.
    “The important thing is for 
students to get the experience 
in an agency setting before we 
decide what we specialize in,” 
said Larry Weiner, School of 
Communication and Media’s 
PR coordinator, faculty adviser 
for the Public Relations Student 
Society of America (PRSSA) 
and now a Hawk Communi-
cations adviser. “We’re too 
young for that.”
    The communications agen-
cy has four clients so far: The 
Radio Repertory Company 
of America, Sherpa Learning, 
Montclair Art Museum and 
The Film Institute at Montclair 
State.
    Students go through an in-
terview process to see where 
they would fit in the agency. The 
most responsible students deal 
with clients directly.
    “If a client needs a press release, 
he will be assigned to somebody 
in the copy writing team, or if 
they need to find out what pub-
lications are in a particular town, 
then that would be assigned to 
the media research group,” Wie-
ner said.
    Junior PR major Gabriella 
Barbato said that Hawk Com-
munications resembles an on-
campus internship, making it 
easier and less intimidating for 
students who are looking to 
gain experience in their field.
Wiener said that the idea of a 
student-run PR firm moved 
quicker with a push from Keith 
Strudler, director of the School 
of Communication and Media 
at the university.
     “Back when I was in school, 
extracurriculars were more 
simple and you either did the 
radio or the newspaper, so PR 
was something we had heard 
of but we did not really know 
much about it,” Strudler said. 
“It was maybe the people that 
would pitch to us newspaper 
and radio folks. They were the 
people in the back of the room.”
    Strudler also said that the 
world of PR has changed since 
he was in college. 
    “[Public relations] became the 
way to communicate with your 
public using all the same tools 
as radio, TV and newspapers,” 
Strudler said. “They use deep 
analytic and multimedia mes-
saging reaching countless dif-
ferent publics.” 
   Senior PR major Sabrina 
Araullo is the PRSSA president 
and Hawk Communications 
firm director. Araullo was a 
big driving force for bringing 
Hawk Communications to life.
     “To all the students who 
want to work in Hawk Com-
munications, it takes a lot of 
work, a lot of passion and a lot 
of heart to be doing what we 
are doing because this isn’t just 
another class to take,” Araullo 
said. “It isn’t just another club 
to join. It is a true student-run 
public relations agency that 
works with clients both internal 
and external.”
High Attendance at Seasonal Job Fair
Students ventured to the Student Center Ballrooms, where sea-
sonal employers sat at tables seeking potential employees. The 
job fair was centered around summer positions like camp 
counselors and lifeguards. The next career fair will focus on 
government, non-profit and law jobs in late February.
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Dawn Macri| The Montclarion
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ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 14
Join us as we begin the Holy Season of Lent
 
Masses with distribution of Ashes at:
12:15,  3:00,  5:30  &  8:30 PM
Confessions will be heard 11:30 AM - 8:30 PM
all in the Student Center Ballroom A
www.MSUNEWMAN.com
NewmanCatholicMSU @MSU_Newman @newman_catholic @newman_catholic
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Maddie Cidlik, a sophomore business administration major with a marketing concentration, runs a beauty and lifestyle YouTube channel.
                                                                                         Photo courtesy of  Youtube.com 
Maddie Cidlik’s YouTube channel has over 10,000 subscribers. 
Growing numbers for campus content creator
Maddie Cidlik
Lea Porcelli
Contributing Writer
        A walk through Montclair 
State University is both strange 
and entirely typical of a college 
campus: the Red Hawk statue 
standing tall among its students, 
professors running to class with 
hot coffee spilled between their 
fingers and forming wind tun-
nels making it impossible to walk 
in a straight, orderly line.
        However, one might not ex-
pect to see a young woman head-
ed to class with some friends, all 
while videotaping herself. She’s 
a natural on camera, all blonde 
hair and a pearly-toothed smile, 
chatting away and documenting 
a typical day on Montclair State’s 
campus. This young woman’s 
name is Maddie Cidlik, a soph-
omore transfer student from 
Maplewood, New Jersey, who 
runs a beauty and lifestyle You-
Tube channel with over 10,000 
subscribers.
       At the age of 19, Cidlik is 
finding a way to balance her 
demanding major of business 
administration with a marketing 
concentration, a college social life 
and a growing online presence. 
In order to do so, you may see 
her in the dining hall filming 
what she’s eating for lunch, do-
ing on a night out, documenting 
the “good years” with her friends 
or taping scenic shots for her 
cinematic vlog-style videos.
Cidlik’s viewers are widespread, 
but she has quite a following 
of both current and prospective 
Montclair State students. A senior 
education major, Leanne DeScis-
cio, found Cidlik’s channel a few 
months ago.
     “In a ‘world’ as big as YouTube, 
it’s really cool to see someone on 
the same campus as me work-
ing towards such a big goal,” 
DeSciscio said. “While I haven’t 
seen Maddie on campus yet, I’ll 
definitely ask for a photo and stop 
and chat when I do.” 
      Despite the challenge of bal-
ancing a typical life at college with 
being a content creator, Cidlik 
sticks it out because of the positive 
feedback she’s received over the 
years.
     “I just like sharing what I’m in-
terested in,” Cidlik said. “It’s real-
ly fun reading people’s comments 
and it’s all pretty much positive.”
     Her YouTube stardom began 
when Cidlik was a senior in high 
school getting ready for her last 
prom. After being an avid user of 
the site, she decided to create her 
own channel and upload a video 
titled, “June 2016 Vlog: Prom & 
Graduation,” which brought in 
over 3, 500 views. This was just 
a taste of the success she would 
experience in the following two 
years. Cidlik’s videos earned up-
wards of 30,000 views and led her 
to work with reputable brands like 
Make Up For Ever.
     Working with brands wasn’t 
something that Cidlik ever expect-
ed when uploading that first prom 
video, but it has led to an even 
greater purpose and one that may 
serve her well after graduation.
     “Working with brands has always 
been a thing I’ve wanted to do,” 
Cidlik said. “I’ve always wanted 
to do marketing for either a beauty 
company or a fashion company, so 
my YouTube channel could even be 
something that could help me in my 
career later on.”
     While working with brands and 
building her own personal one is im-
portant to Cidlik, her YouTube pres-
ence is much more than the beauty 
and fashion industries despite what 
her viewers and peers may think. 
     “If you talk about makeup and 
fashion, it’s superficial stuff,” Cidlik 
said. “Even though that’s what I’m 
talking about on my channel, that’s 
not all that there is to me as a per-
son.”
      Staying true to herself is the main 
goal of Cidlik’s channel especially 
when it comes to viewers who are 
also Montclair State students or are 
hoping to become Red Hawks.
     “It’s important to just be yourself 
if you’re going to have somewhat 
of an online following because you 
don’t want to set the wrong idea of 
yourself online or be someone else in 
person,” Cidlik said.
      If you ever see a student who 
looks just like you, backpack-clad, 
coffee in hand and headed to class, 
take a closer look. Is she holding up 
a camera and filming the campus 
before her? If so, be sure to say hello. 
Montclair State’s campus is a com-
munity, just like YouTube, filled with 
creatives and artists looking to make 
their next move.
Campus Cat 
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Babee Garcia
Entertainment  Editor
        In the weeds between the Red Hawk Diner 
and University Hall, a tuxedo cat greets students on 
their daily commute to class. With its green eyes and 
friendly behavior, this feline is claimed to be Mont-
clair State University’s unofficial mascot.
     This cat has been given many names by several 
students — Arthur, Jaspers, Red and Kitty are a few 
of them. The cat is photogenic, as it intentionally 
poses for students passing by with their smartphones 
and cameras. Sometimes out of curiosity, the cat has 
been known to slowly approach students but it has 
not come close enough to be petted.
     Many students are infatuated with the sweetness 
of this cat. Students, like junior fashion studies major 
Cassidy Lunney, have expressed their desire to adopt 
the cat, shield it from fierce winters and keep it off of 
the streets.
     “That is the sweetest kitty in the world,” Lunney 
said. “He or she will literally pose for pictures and 
roll around in the grass and just look all cute and 
stuff. I wanna take it inside and not leave it in the 
cold.”
     Alison Nicole, a film studies sophomore, often 
notices the cat during the midday and late evenings. 
She assumed the cat was a female.
     “She is so sweet,” Nicole said. “I click my tongue 
and she curiously looks over before rolling onto the 
ground on her back, and then she stands up and 
comes closer. She gets just out of my reach but doesn’t 
come any closer than that.”
      Although there have been a number of students 
who have shown concern for the cat, sophomore fam-
ily and child studies major Kristin Geiger knows its 
personality. As an owner of two cats herself, Geiger 
was quick to note the campus cat’s survival skills.
    “He’s pretty shy. He doesn’t like to be touched,” 
Geiger said. “He’s an outdoor cat and [Montclair 
State students] leave warm areas open for him. Cats 
are pretty independent so no one should feel bad for 
him.”
      Geiger has fed the feline canned cat food on occa-
sion. 
Students, like theater production and design sopho-
more Nicole Belenski, have claimed that he or she is 
an emotional support animal because interacting with 
the cat is a “purrfect” stress reliever. 
    Despite an obsession with dogs, Belenski owns two 
cats along with a dog. Belenski considers the cat to 
be a “true mascot” and refers to it as her emotional 
support animal.
     A woman who does not wish to be named on the 
record assumed the role of the cat’s caretaker provid-
ing food and shelter for all of the cats on campus. The 
gender of the cat has been a constant guessing game 
among the community. However, to clear the air, she 
said that the cat is a feral female named Misty and to 
not refer to her as a stray.
    She clarified that a stray cat most likely does not 
have an owner or home, while a feral one has been 
domesticated by people but has fully adapted to 
outdoor living.
     According to the woman, Misty was born in July 
2015 and has been “eartipped,” meaning she has been 
trapped, neutered, vaccinated and returned by the 
Montclair Township Animal Shelter. She said that 
Misty cannot be adopted after being outdoors for so 
long. If she was a kitten, she could have grown to 
be domesticated; however, Misty is an older cat. It is 
impossible for her to fully adapt to humans now.
       The woman indicated that Misty and all cats on 
campus have fresh food and water daily. She warns 
other students to not feed Misty or the other cam-
pus cats as it attracts more wildlife. There is a flyer 
located at the entrance of Misty’s house with a point 
of contact and instructions on how to help take care 
of the cats:
       If you want to help the cats on campus, please 
text their caretaker at ***-***-****. Do not leave food, 
clothing, or shelter. The cats have protected places 
from the cold and they get fresh food and water ev-
eryday. Text us if you want to help. We need to make 
sure this area is kept clean. Thank you very much.
    Within the past two years, the woman stated that 
10 kittens were removed from campus and found 
homes. Adults that could not be adopted were spayed 
or neutered and vaccinated. Unfortunately this past 
September in 2017, a cat named Stormy was run over 
near Car Parc Diem.
     Julie Hamer, one of the animal control officers at 
the Montclair Township Animal Shelter, clarifies that 
Misty is considered a community cat where she can 
tolerate some human contact. Hamer has confirmed 
that the colony has been well managed at Montclair 
State in terms of shots and nourishment.
     “The housing may not always be visible, but they 
are there,” Hamer said. “All of the cats are a part of 
the TNR (trapped, neuter and returned) program. If 
students are looking to help cats like Misty, there is 
always room to volunteer at shelters.”
A pawsitive impact on the community
Anthony Gabbianelli| The Montclarion 
Anthony Gabbianelli| The Montclarion 
Misty was born in July 2015 and has an olive colored home on the right side of the pathway between the Red Hawk Diner and 
University Hall.
Misty wandering around her home. 
                     Photo courtesy of Carly Henriquez
Sophomore and crossing guard Josh Mariscala 
has been seeing Misty since his freshman year 
and calls her “Montclair’s Cat.” 
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A Summer School in a Castle:
Lisa-Maria Schantl
Staff Writer
         The Graz International Summer School will 
once again open its doors this year on July 1. The 
Schloss Seggau castle, a historic site on a hill in the 
southeastern corner of Austria, will become the 
center of an academic discussion about state, society 
and religion.
     Students and lecturers from more than 30 differ-
ent countries will spend two weeks in ancient rooms 
talking about the latest political, technological and 
cultural developments and how these changes can 
be meditated and mediated. The summer school is 
open to internationally oriented and highly motivat-
ed students from all disciplines and nations.
An important part of the international character of 
the summer school is its close connection to Mont-
clair State University.
     “Graz and Montclair have been sister cities since 
1950, and student and faculty exchanges have es-
tablished very close links despite the geographical 
distance,” said Roberta Maierhofer, the academic 
director and initiator of the summer school. “You 
will become part of the summer school family, but 
also in a very specific way part of the Graz-Mont-
clair family.”
     For 13 years, students from various backgrounds 
have come together in Austria and immersed 
themselves in this unique educational opportuni-
ty. The two weeks are considered to be an intense, 
thought-provoking and bonding experience.
     “You can’t be a spectator; you can’t lean back,” 
Maierhofer said in an interview for the Austrian 
Studies Newsmagazine. “You have to get involved. 
We intentionally do not target just undergraduate 
or graduate Ph.D. students. That’s important for the 
program because you have to talk to people of dif-
ferent ages and educational levels, and that’s what 
happens in life as well.”
      These exchanges happen during morning and 
evening lectures, panel discussions and a series of 
seven different afternoon modules. The topics invite 
students and lecturers to widen their horizons and 
step out of their comfort zones. 
      For example, a history student can participate 
         
                          
                                                        Photo courtesy of  GUSEGG
Luis Portes, professor of economics at Montclair State, 
teaches at Graz International Summer School Seggau.
Graz International Summer School
in economics and inequalities courses just as an 
English major can learn about climate change and 
sustainability in the respective module. Bound-
aries are blurred when disruptive intellectual ap-
proaches and ideas are developed in this summer 
school.
     Additionally, students spend most of their 
spare time together during this trip. All meals, 
excursions to neighboring cities such as Graz and 
Maribor, as well as game and karaoke evenings 
contribute to the unique bonding atmosphere at 
Schloss Seggau castle.
       “The best experience for me was the informal 
meetings in the evenings we had at the pool,” said 
Ziga Krajnc, 24, a master’s student of English lan-
guage and literature in Slovenia who participated 
in 2017.
        Motivated students also have the chance to 
increase their academic speaking and writing 
skills in additional voluntary courses, such as ac-
ademic writing, public speaking and publication 
writing for Ph.D. students.
       Luis Portes, an economics professor at Mont-
clair State’s Feliciano School of Business, contrib-
utes to the ongoing exchange between the two 
cities. He has been teaching the economics semi-
nar at Graz International Summer School Seggau 
since 2010.
      “Eight years later, I am happy and proud to 
have been part of such a program,” Portes said. “I 
would encourage any student that has the oppor-
tunity to attend this life-changing experience.”
The summer school is indeed an experience that 
remains part of the participating students’ lives 
and contributes to their academic and personal 
development.
       “I liked the intense discussions we had as 
they sharpened our thinking skills and served as a 
valuable exchange of new ideas,” said Maria Pilar 
Lorenzo, a researcher at Philippine Society for 
Public Administration who participated in 2017.     
“Of course, I also liked the friendships forged in 
spite of, or perhaps because of, our cultural and 
personal differences.”
      The organizational team of the summer school 
helps the students keep these friendships alive 
after they have returned to their home countries. The 
alumni association of the summer school organizes 
informal meetings, lectures, discussions and panels 
all over the world to offer great opportunities for 
networking.
      “Participating in the summer school has paved the 
way for all students and created international chances 
for them,” said Eva-Maria Trinkaus, a former partici-
pant and member of the organizational team.
Trinkaus encourages all interested students to apply 
to the program.
       “We read each cover letter, each motivation letter 
and each reference,” Trinkaus said. “If these texts al-
low us to get a holistic idea of the student’s character, 
chances are high that we accept the application.”
       Applications for this year’s summer school will 
be accepted until March 2. Montclair State students 
are welcomed to reach out to their dean’s office, the 
Office of International Engagement, or get in direct 
contact with the summer school’s team via gusegg@
uni-graz.at. 
Graz International Summer School Seggau (GUSEGG) is located at Schloss Seggau Castle in Austria.                                                                   Photo courtesy of GUSEGG
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advancement
ready.
GRADUATE  
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2018
Attendees receive a $60 
application fee waiver.
Learn more and register at  
montclair.edu/graduate/open-house
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A Forecast of Mixed 
Perspectives on Snow Cleanup
Students walking past a truck plowing and spewing salt on the sidewalk.                                      Sunah Choudhry | The Montclarion                          
Sunah Choudhry
Assistant Feature Editor
  
       The gust of wind whistles through-
out Montclair State University as small 
white specks of snow cover the campus 
entirely. The snow starts to fall at a fast-
er pace as inches of snow start to collect. 
       Another storm was brewing and 
slowly it made landfall as many stu-
dents and professors rushed to their 
classes either through commuting or 
walking from their dorms. 
      Vice President for Facility Services 
Shawn Connolly also prepares for the 
next day just like students and profes-
sors.
      “Every storm is different and we 
need to monitor the time the storm 
starts, how intense it will be and the du-
ration,” Connolly said. “Even before the 
storm begins, we prepare by spraying 
brine pretreatment on walkways and 
roadways.”
      Montclair State has 20 employees 
ready to clean up snow. Their equip-
ment ranges from six to eight plows, six 
smaller plows for sidewalks, three large 
rotary brooms, two backhoes and 15 
snow blowers with lots of shovels. 
     Sophomore communication and me-
dia arts major Corrine Appel expressed 
her frustration as she also prepares for 
the winter weather.
     “The last time it snowed, my car 
would not stop near the Village at a red 
light,” Appel said. “It was horrifying, 
and I did not want to go to class after 
that.” 
      Appel compares Montclair State’s 
situation to the school her mother 
works at, explaining how they receive 
safe, delayed openings. She finds it 
serious how students often take a risk in 
order to come to class. 
     “I have to hike through icy condi-
tions for an 8:30 a.m. class,” Appel said.
      On the other hand, communications 
professor Scott Hebert also commutes to 
Montclair State.
     “I get to campus by 7:30 a.m. on 
Monday and Thursday,” Hebert said. 
“I have found that the roads have been 
plowed and passable in the five years I 
have been teaching here.”
    Meanwhile, dance major and   Mont-
clair State resident Tashae Udo ex-
pressed her mixed feelings about snow 
on campus.
     “I like it because when it first starts 
snowing, it is like steady and pleas-
ing,” Tashae said. “But when it comes 
to walking in the snow and walking to 
class, it is difficult.” 
     However, not everyone is pleased 
with these arrangements, like commuter 
journalism major Malinda   DiPasquale. 
She explained her anger toward Mont-
clair State.
     “I was fine because I came here be-
fore it started,” DiPasquale said.   “But, 
normally I live in a hilly area so going 
up and down the hills, it would get 
slippery.” 
     DiPasquale has braced the snow  
many times to attend classes but finds 
the situation less than satisfactory. 
     “As a commuter school, they should 
take a commuter into consideration,” 
DiPasquale said. “I do not really think 
they do that a lot.”
A snow truck passes by students in the snow on Wednesday afternoon.
Sunah Choudhry | The Montclarion
Students walk through the snow on the way to their classes. 
Chanila German | The Montclarion
Help Wanted Help Wanted
$15 / PERSONAL ASSISTANT / 
TOWACO
Help for professional, small busi-
ness owner in home. Immediate 
start. Flexible hours – hoping for late 
afternoon Mon-Fri, possible Sat morn-
ing. Looking for responsible person 
with computer skills to do organizing, 
paperwork, and small errands. Must 
drive and like dogs. Recommenda-
tions/references requested. If inter-
ested please email besite@gmail.com or 
text 201-759-5955
BABYSITTER NEEDED/ GLEN 
RIDGE
For all education and communication 
sciences majors looking for practical 
experience working with a non-verbal 
child – our family is seeking a regular 
sitter to watch our 9 yr old daughter 
(with ASD diagnosis, using AAC 
device), and occasionally her 7 and 5 
year old typical siblings. We will need 
someone most Wednesday evenings, 
~4-7pm, and some weekends. Ideally 
you would be available 2-3 additional 
weekend days/evenings per month, 
in addition to the Wednesday time. If 
interested, please email: 
jocelieb@yahoo.com
SEEKING AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER 
STARTING MID JANUARY
Looking for reliable after-school 
babysitter to pick up our 7-year-old 
daughter from bus or school in Mont-
clair, 3:30-6:30, starting in mid-January. 
You’ll help with homework, dinner 
prep, bath and creative play. Occasion-
al additional hours available, if desired, 
for date nights, etc. Sitter must have 
clean driving record and great local 
references. If interested, please email 
Michelle at: 
thegoldenmichelle@gmail.com
Classifieds
Help Wanted For Rent/Other
themontclarion.org
$15 / BABYSITTER NEEDED / 
MONTCLAIR
Seeking babysitter for after school 
2:30pm-4:30pm on Wed & Thurs. Will 
need to pick my daughter up from 
Montclair High School. $15 per hour. 
Please call Mary Kate at 973-865-9769.
NANNY NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Looking for a nanny for boy and girl 
(ages 5-1/2 and 4). Responsibilities in-
clude picking up at school , transport-
ing to and from after school activities 
in Montclair when needed, helping 
with homework, preparing dinner & 
baths. More hours available if desired 
on an as needed basis. Regular hours 
are 3:15-6:30Monday through Friday, 
3 days weekly minimum. Prior 
experience with children is essential, 
use of own reliable vehicle required. If 
interested, please email: 
pkfaber@gmail.com
FURNITURE FOR SALE
$220 for a sofa and chair set / $125 for 
a kichen table set. The sofa and chair 
set with an ottoman are in excellent 
condition. The wooden kitchen table 
comes with bench and 2 chairs that 
are also in good condition. If inter-
ested please call: 973 507 6994 or 
973 635 0887
ACTION TOGETHER NEW JER-
SEY 
Tired of current politics? Want to see 
climate, equality and human rights 
prioritized?  BE the change!  Join, 
choose a team based on your interests, 
and help (or follow along)! Check out: 
http://www.atnj.org!
$35 / MATH TUTOR & HOME-
WORK TUTOR NEEDED / GLEN 
RIDGE
Looking for a fun and upbeat Mont-
clair State University student who is 
interested in tutoring my son in Math 
and help him with his homework. My 
son is in 9th Grade at Glen Ridge High 
School. A male tutor is preferred, as we 
feel like this would be a better fit. He 
should be available in the afternoon/
early evening twice or three times 
a week. If interested please email: 
Dworak@verizon.net
$15 / CLEANING PEOPLE
Looking for people to clean and orga-
nize a home. Tasks include scrubbing 
tub, steaming floors, etc. All materials 
for this job are supplied. If interested, 
please contact Lucy at: 201-306-6030
$15/HR / CHILD CARE / BLOOM-
FIELD
We are looking for a loving, fun, and 
reliable student to help out 2-3 nights 
per week with dinner/lunch prep 
and picking our 1.5 year old son up 
from daycare (a short walk from our 
house), feeding him dinner, and start-
ing bedtime routine. Days and hours 
are negotiable. Generally M, W, F from 
4-7pm. The first hour would be dinner 
prep and light chores around the house 
like putting son’s laundry away, then 
pick him up around 5 for play, dinner, 
getting ready for bed. Occasional ad-
ditional hours available, if desired, for 
date nights, etc as needed. Must have 
prior baby sitting experience, specifi-
cally with toddlers.  No car/driving re-
quired, but parking is readily available. 
We are located next to Brookdale Park 
off the 72 bus line. If interested, please 
email: shelleycolon@yahoo.com
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
 
*NEW LISTING*, ROOM FOR 
RENT, MONTCLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on 
the 3rd level of a beautiful house in 
Montclair. Close to downtown & 3 
train stations. Great for Students! We 
are a 4 person family and have parking 
& laundry included! Rent is $920 with 
utilities and internet. Some furniture 
available if desired. Please contact me 
at: Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. 
Only 3 mins. walk to MSU Bridge & 
Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat, 
5am-8pm ONLY.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUG-
GLING? HEALING, HOPE AND 
HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 
(TALK) at any time to speak to a 
counselor and get support.  You can 
also connect to the Crisis Text Line by 
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be con-
nected to a counselor.  All services are 
free, confidential and available  24/ 7 
for anyone in crisis.
LOVE TO DRAW?
Submit your comics/cartoons
to The Montclarion at
Montclarionproduction@gmail.com
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The Disappointment of Dorming
Campus 
VoiCes:
How was your 
experience
 living on 
campus?
“I found that this is a close-
knit community, and I really 
enjoy living here.”
- Tara Roman,
Fine Arts/Studio
Freshman
“It provides you with an open 
experience. You get to meet 
people.”
-Mileysca Vargas,
Family Sciences and
 Human Development 
Freshman
   
hen living on a college 
campus, it is best to set your 
expectations low. While there 
are worse spaces to live, col-
lege housing — regardless of 
the school — is usually not 
a luxurious experience. One 
should expect a small space, 
mediocre appliances and fur-
niture, and the risk of a less 
than compatible roommate.
   While most dorms on cam-
pus could benefit from reno-
vations, Bohn Hall is past the 
point of repair. Even before a 
recent pipe burst caused se-
vere water damage to three 
upper floors, Bohn was in de-
cay. Freezing from insufficient 
heating, athlete’s foot from the 
bathroom floors and faulty el-
evators were just a few of the 
problems residents have expe-
rienced.
   Although repairs have been 
made recently to the building, 
including new windows and 
heating, there always seems to 
be more repairs that could be 
done. That being said, the lay-
out of Bohn Hall with its tight-
knit floors and close living 
quarters results in memorable 
college experiences.
   Blanton Hall is better than 
Bohn, but that is not saying 
much. The building is de-
signed like a prison with a 
large food court in the middle 
surrounded by halls. The halls 
surrounding the food court 
consist of rooms on two sides. 
Trying to get sleep on the side 
of the hall closest to the food 
court is difficult. Windows 
face the food court and the 
lights remain on all night, so 
your room will still have light 
shining in late at night. 
   Outside rooms are better, 
but there is not nearly enough 
space for two people. Many 
residents once had trouble get-
ting into their rooms because 
the card readers, which act as 
locks, had stopped working. 
Many of the washers and dry-
ers would also frequently mal-
function.
   Count Basie Hall in the Vil-
lage Apartments is a resident 
building that was supposedly 
renovated over the summer. 
The lack of warm water and 
the broken cabinet handle in 
some kitchens suggests oth-
erwise. The new furniture 
that was added to the room 
features some of the most un-
comfortable couches to exist. 
Sitting on the couch for more 
than an hour can cause severe 
back pains. Dishwashers often 
have to be run twice before 
they clean anything.
   Every building on campus 
comes with its own specific set 
of problems, but there are also 
plenty of issues universal to all 
dorms on campus. Water on 
campus needs to be filtered. In 
general, it is good to filter tap 
water no matter where you 
live, but the murkiness of un-
filtered tap water on campus is 
unsettling. 
   Insufficient heating is anoth-
er problem. You would think 
W a school as cold as Montclair 
State would invest more in 
making sure residents do not 
have to bundle up in blankets 
to stay warm.
      Room and board at Mont-
clair State costs thousands of 
dollars, but that money does 
not seem to be making any 
difference in the conditions of 
these living spaces. If Mont-
clair State has the money to 
make a new building every 
year, they should have the 
money to repair the buildings 
that are already here. Resi-
dents pay a lot to live on cam-
pus, and they deserve better.
“I find that Montclair State’s 
dorms only just meet the most 
basic needs of their students.”
-Martha Wachulec
Music Education
Junior
“It was a good experience, but 
my roommates really made 
that experience.”
-Portia Calo
Nutrition
Junior
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More Vegan Options Please
eganism 
is on the 
rise world-
wide, and 
some col-
lege cam-
puses are 
struggling 
to keep up. Montclair State 
University is no exception. 
Though there are a variety 
of food choices available for 
meat eaters, finding satisfy-
ing vegan options can be very 
challenging.
   Let’s start with Au Bon Pain 
— a quick and central lunch 
option, with plenty of room 
to sit, eat and study. The se-
lection seems broad enough. 
The pastry case is stacked with 
croissants, muffins and cook-
ies. There are steaming pots 
of soup and mac and cheese 
available, and the staff serves 
up warm sandwiches made to 
order. Additionally, there is a 
cold food section, where cus-
tomers can grab a salad, yo-
gurt or a wrap. It all seems like 
a foodie’s dream come true, 
but it can be a vegan’s night-
mare.
   While beautifully displayed, 
all of the pastries at Au Bon 
Pain contain butter, eggs or 
both. The handful of vegetar-
ian sandwiches available have 
cheese, and often the soups 
are not vegan. The salads 
are topped with chicken and 
cheese, the yogurt is dairy-
based and the only vegan 
wrap offered is usually soggy 
by lunch time. This leaves veg-
ans with a bagel, peanut but-
ter, jelly, a greasy veggie burg-
er and a soggy vegan wrap. 
Hardly appetizing.
   The trend continues for the 
other dining locations on 
campus that leave very few 
vegan options to choose from, 
most of which lack protein. A 
cucumber roll might be deli-
cious, but it will not satisfy a 
hungry student through two 
classes.
   College campuses across the 
U.S. are making strong choices 
and actively providing a more 
Montclair leaves vegan students 
out of meal options
DAWN MACRI 
STAFF WRITER
V
Dawn Macri, an English major, is in 
her first year as a staff writer for The 
Montclarion. 
pleasant dining experience for 
vegan students. For example, 
the University of South Flori-
da offers vegan chicken patties 
and three protein-rich vegan 
burritos that are each made to 
order. Ohio University serves 
up vegan chili. University of 
Colorado Boulder’s dining 
hall offers over 50 vegan meals 
daily, which can all be fol-
lowed up with a vegan choco-
late chip cookie.
  The options for vegans are 
plentiful and often inexpen-
sive to make. Whether stu-
dents are vegan or not, vegan 
meals can be a healthier and 
more satisfying option for stu-
dents on campus. With many 
other colleges adding alterna-
tive options to their menus, the 
stage is set for Montclair State 
to take the steps necessary to 
provide balanced vegan meals 
to students.
Thumbs Up
Eagles Win Super Bowl
Live action Kim 
Possible
Space X successful 
rocket launch
Philadelphia 
destruction 
after Super Bowl
  
Indianapolis Colts’ player 
killed in DUI accident
Earthquake in Taiwan
Thumbs Down
Mark Salling’s Suicide Leaves 
Victims Abandoned
a r k 
S a l l i n g , 
who last 
year got 
convicted 
for obtain-
ing pic-
tures of 
child por-
nography, committed suicide 
on Jan. 30. Prior to his death, 
the court ordered him to com-
pensate the victims for emo-
tional damages. 
   However, since Salling was 
not sentenced before his death, 
the restitution order was not 
able to be put in place by the 
judge preceding the trial. The 
“Glee” star was 35 years old. 
      Last October the actor 
pleaded guilty to having child 
pornography, and the FBI 
found pictures on his laptop. 
During the search warrant, the 
FBI found more than 50,000 
images on his laptop and 
thumb drive.
    The actor was found hang-
ing from the riverbed area in 
the Los Angeles neighbor-
hood named Tujunga. Defense 
attorney Troy Slaten stated 
that even though Salling had 
passed, the victims are al-
lowed to sue the late actor’s 
estate. 
   “Any victims can sue his es-
tate in civil court and receive 
monetary awards for damag-
es,” Slaten said. “These awards 
can be in the neighborhood of 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars or even in the millions.” 
    This would be an easy 
lawsuit for the victims since 
Salling pleaded guilty during 
his trial.
    I do not want to be harsh 
on Salling, but I do think he 
took the easy way out. I can-
not imagine the pain he was 
suffering. He knew he had a 
problem and was too embar-
rassed to face the world know-
ing it. 
   However, I especially feel 
bad for the victims. Not only 
will they be traumatized for 
the rest of their lives, but they 
will not even get their money 
in time. However, the money 
is not the issue. Maybe the real 
issue is that people have some 
weird, crazy obsessions.
   Last year, my psychology 
professor explained that we 
do not know the full extent 
of how many people are into 
child pornography. We are 
unaware because clearly these 
predators, maybe, do not talk 
about it, and they have not 
been caught. 
   It is sick and frightening. 
What these people need is 
some strict advising. If they 
are committing the act, like 
taking pictures of children 
themselves or even just search-
ing the internet, they need to 
stop. Both are unacceptable. I 
spoke with a fellow “Glee” fan 
 Seeking help can prevent severe tragedies
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to get her opinion on Salling’s 
sentencing.
   “I definitely think that he 
should’ve gotten help, treat-
ment or therapy of the sort, 
but I don’t think it’s fair that 
they were going to send him 
to prison” said a Bergen Com-
munity College student Daria 
Ahdout. “It’s not like he di-
rectly committed the act and 
stole kids, and what he did 
was wrong no doubt. I just 
don’t think prison would’ve 
solved his problem.”
   Ahdout thinks the trial may 
have contributed to his sui-
cide. 
   “It put a lot of pressure on 
him,” Ahdout said. “His fault 
was in front of the whole 
world. People were judging 
him. I wish he handled it dif-
ferently.” 
   If you have a problem, face 
it. Salling in the beginning 
made the right move by plead-
ing guilty, and he should have 
stayed during this trial. 
      If he stayed, perhaps his 
sentencing could have been 
different. He left the world 
without saying sorry to the 
families of the victims and 
without apologizing to his 
own family for embarrassing 
himself.
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Time’s Up Grammys
ime’s 
up. 2018 is 
the year of 
the femi-
nist and 
f e m a l e 
empower-
ment. Ev-
ery woman 
deserves a voice, especially 
those who have fallen victim 
to the cruel treatment of sex-
ual assault, harassment and 
any uncomfortable sexual en-
counter. We are a little over 
a month into the new year, 
and the women of Hollywood 
have made a prominent state-
ment. They will no longer ac-
cept the disgusting actions of 
the men in Hollywood. 
     Of course, not all men are 
cruel and sexually abusive; 
many men are taking part in 
this movement. In all of the 
award shows so far in 2018, 
several celebrities who sup-
port the Time’s Up movement 
wore matching attire as a rep-
resentation of unity. 
     Most recently at the Gram-
mys, the red carpet was filled 
with celebrities either carry-
ing or wearing a pinned white 
rose on their clothing. Accord-
ing to the Time’s Up Twitter 
account, the white roses at 
the Grammys “symbolizes re-
spect, pays homage to new be-
ginnings and expresses hope 
for the future.” Some of the 
individuals spotted with the 
white rose were Miley Cyrus, 
Lady Gaga, Nick Jonas, Kelly 
Clarkson and countless oth-
ers.
     According to Rolling Stone 
magazine, Janelle Monae 
spoke out in supporting the 
Time’s Up movement prior 
to introducing Kesha’s per-
formance of her chart topping 
song, “Praying.” Monae spoke 
of how “we are also daugh-
ters, wives, sisters, mothers 
and human beings.” The true 
meaning behind the Time’s 
Up movement is to stand up 
for all women and fight for 
equality among all humans. 
Several social media platforms 
raved about the white roses 
that flooded the red carpet. 
     The Time’s Up movement is 
allowing for sexual abuse vic-
tims to speak out against their 
abusers knowing that there 
are countless people who will 
support them. The Time’s Up 
movement is a monumental 
and necessary shift in power 
that will make a difference in 
society.
     When I first saw the celeb-
rities with the white roses on 
the red carpet, I immediately 
knew that this was another 
feminist statement made by 
the actresses and actors of 
Hollywood. I became over-
joyed to know that the Time’s 
Up movement continues to 
be represented at each award 
show. 
     Fortunately, I have never 
personally experienced sexual 
Celebrities stand up in solidarity against sexual misconduct 
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harassment, but many individ-
uals who are close to me have. 
Now the Hollywood commu-
nity is representing these hurt 
individuals. I am a feminist, 
and I am very proud of that. I 
have marched in the Women’s 
March for the past two years 
and I stand up for equal rights. 
Seeing that my personal views 
are represented in Hollywood 
fills me with pride.
     The world is starting to 
catch up with the reality of 
the stance that the Time’s Up 
Movement is taking. There is 
no difference between women 
and men. The only thing that 
had been preventing women 
from receiving the treatment 
they deserve is the sexism 
within our society. 
     Women are truly taking a 
stance to prove to the world 
they are worthy and empow-
ered. Women know they de-
serve to be treated with the 
same level or respect and dig-
nity as any man, so this stance 
is providing me with a sense 
of hope.
      I hope that the Time’s Up 
movement allows for wom-
en to feel safe to speak up 
about the terrible experiences 
they may have encountered, 
whether it be sexual harass-
ment, abuse, discrimination 
in the workplace or any other 
experience. 
     I also am hopeful that the 
Time’s Up movement will 
open the eyes of individuals 
who feel as though women are 
inferior. Time’s Up will help 
them to see that women are no 
different. Women are chang-
ing the world, and now it’s 
time for the world to realize it.
f i n d 
m y s e l f 
w r i t i n g 
w h e n 
things get 
rough. I 
find my-
self writ-
ing when 
I feel the 
need to ex-
press my-
self. I find myself writing in 
hopes of sharing and inform-
ing other students on what 
they can do to improve their 
mental health and positive 
ways to handle such a heavy 
and confusing topic.
    As a sophomore, I have 
overcome more obstacles than 
I can count. My recent experi-
ences really made me realize 
that reaching out for help may 
not be a bad idea. Luckily, 
Montclair State University of-
fers a wide variety of different 
services, including counseling, 
right on campus.
     Personally, after coming out 
of a recent relationship, I found 
that I had lost myself for a few 
months. I looked in the mirror 
and saw someone else. Some-
one who was struggling to 
find what used to make them 
happy. Someone who used to 
be so carefree, yet regimented. 
Someone who used to not rely 
on smoking or alcohol to get 
them through tough times.
    After realizing I was causing 
my body physical harm be-
cause my mentality was under 
distress, I came to the conclu-
sion that I have to start climb-
ing out of the dark hole I am 
currently in. That is when my 
research on Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) 
began. 
     What most people need to 
understand is that going to 
therapy is not for “crazy” or 
“weird” people. It is for peo-
ple who want to improve their 
mental state and live a health-
ier life.
    College can be stressful 
enough, but add in work, fam-
ily, friends, relationships and 
more, and it almost seems im-
possible to focus and multitask 
on all these important things. 
The first step in improving 
your mental health is admit-
ting to yourself that there is 
a problem or delay with how 
you are feeling. I processed 
this in my head a while ago 
but never thought about going 
to talk to someone because I 
was honestly scared. I realized 
I could not keep going down 
the wrong path and wanted 
my old self back.
     At Montclair State, CAPS 
is a supportive service that 
allows students to talk about 
their struggles in a safe, non-
judgmental space located in 
Russ Hall. As a part of the 
University Health and Coun-
seling Services, CAPS is a free 
way to get out your personal 
issues and realize that you are 
not alone.
     If interested in making an 
appointment, the first step is 
to call and do a quick phone 
interview to express what led 
you to contact CAPS. Once the 
phone interview is complete, 
an appointment is scheduled 
within the week. Be prepared 
to fill out a little bit of paper-
work (everything remains 
confidential) and then talk 
with a counselor. 
Students should not be afraid of talking
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I      You can expect your first 
session to last around an hour 
and a half. If a one-on-one 
session seems too much or 
too serious, CAPS also offers 
group therapy. Some groups 
have different themes, which 
is great for expressing feelings 
or concerns such as anxiety.
    Along with short-term indi-
vidual counseling and group 
therapy, CAPS is available for 
one-on-one walk-in sessions. 
You can find walk-in counsel-
ing all over campus in places 
such as the library, Student 
Center and Blanton Hall. To 
see more information regard-
ing CAPS, visit their website.
   Many students have ben-
efited from CAPS and just 
knowing that their services are 
here and available. One stu-
dent who looked into CAPS is 
sophomore Mia Albert. Like 
myself, she feels that no mat-
ter what one is dealing with, 
it is nice to know someone is 
there to help.
  “If you have [a] problem 
or are struggling, CAPS can 
help,” Albert said. “No matter 
how big or small the problem 
is, you can find someone there 
to help and who is willing to 
listen. They also offer ways to 
cope with what you are deal-
ing with.”
    Overall, I find myself writ-
ing when things get rough. 
That is just one of the many 
ways I have learned how to 
cope with different obstacles. 
Writing about my day or prob-
lems helps me feel more orga-
nized. I feel it is a healthy way 
to process all of my thoughts 
and release negative energy. 
I usually write before I go to 
bed to clear all of my thoughts.
   Many people cope differ-
ently, but CAPS provides dif-
ferent suggestions on how 
to help yourself get through 
difficult times, like writing. If 
you or someone you know is 
struggling, do not be afraid to 
contact CAPS because they are 
here for a reason.
Caps off to CAPS
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Student Artist Profile: 
Emily Malone 
     Sophomore filmmaking major Emily 
Malone started making films when she 
was in the sixth or seventh grade. With 
an interest in drawing and animation, 
she constantly drew cartoons and was 
fascinated with cameras. She later made 
music videos with her friends and soon 
discovered her interest in filmmaking.
Q: When and why did you decide 
to pursue filmmaking as a career?
A: I always knew that I wanted to do 
something in the arts. At first, it was 
always related to animation and I 
grew up wanting to draw, but then I 
realized how long that process took. 
As I matured, I decided I wanted to 
tell stories that went beyond anima-
tion. I found that I really loved cam-
eras and taking pictures. [Through 
being a film major, I was able to] 
combine the two — the love for 
animation and storytelling through 
characters and a camera.
Q: What lessons have you learned 
as a filmmaker?
A: I think I learn [something differ-
ent] every time I’m on set. I defi-
nitely had to learn a certain type of 
patience with other people and learn 
that you have to let other people tell 
their stories and how to be involved 
in letting other people tell their 
stories, which is a bit difficult at first. 
I think I was very impatient when I 
first went on set. I definitely learned 
patience and learned how to listen to 
people to become a team player.
Q: What is your favorite part of 
being a film major?
A: I love getting to meet everyone, 
getting to hang out with everyone 
on sets. I also really like how expres-
sive filmmaking can be, especially 
the screenwriting process of every-
thing and getting to tell a story. I 
think that it can be really impactive. 
For me, I find the most creative 
freedom when I write poetry and 
combine that with filmmaking. I’ve 
always been interested in how that 
allows me to express myself.
Q: How has Montclair State Univer-
sity fostered you as an artist?
A: Montclair State makes me take 
classes that I would have never 
imagined taking. I’m in an editing 
class right now and a sound class. 
I would’ve never imagined myself 
doing that because it’s very techni-
cal, but it’s important to understand, 
so it has definitely made me a more 
well-rounded filmmaker.
Q: Talk about a film that you’re 
particularly proud of.
A: The first film I ever made was 
film and poetry combined. It was 
called “Shoebox Discoveries.” I was 
probably a freshman in high school 
when I made it. It was the first time 
that I ever used that [film] format of 
writing a poem, speaking it out loud, 
and then combining it with music 
and images and then having that be 
powerful and using it for expression. 
So I remember when I showed it to 
people, it brought tears to their eyes 
and made them emotional. I remem-
ber thinking that’s amazing how you 
can do that. You make something 
and make people feel a certain way 
or react to it. I think that’s beautiful.
Q: Do you feel that your art has 
helped you grow as a person?
A: Yes, absolutely. I think any time 
that you create something, you have 
to have a mental space that’s clear. I 
think that for anyone to just sit, think 
and be with yourself for a certain 
period of time is really important. 
You learn more about yourself in the 
silence and being alone than you do 
with other people.
Q: What do you want to be known 
for?
A: I’d like to be known as an honest 
artist who says what’s on my mind 
and writes things that are really true 
to me and that hopefully other peo-
ple can relate to.
Top Picks to Stream 
‘Frances Ha’ on Netflix
     Indie darling Greta Gerwig, 
has been working consistently for 
the past decade. Long before she 
wrote and directed “Lady Bird” 
she co-wrote and starred in Noah 
Baumbach’s “Frances Ha,” a black 
and white indie film that follows 
Frances, a young woman living in 
New York City. She does not really 
have a place to live, she breaks 
up with her boyfriend, and as her 
best friend’s relationship becomes 
increasingly serious, she worries 
they are slipping apart. Above all, 
however, Frances’ positive, can-do 
attitude keeps her constantly smil-
ing, whether she is on a disaster-
ous weekend trip to Paris, forced 
out of her friends’ place or just 
dancing through the streets. Her 
infectious vibe makes it almost im-
possible for viewers not to smile. Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
- Robert O’Connor
Assistant Entertainment Editor
Photo courtesy of ndtv.com
‘The Big Sick’ on Amazon Prime
If there is a movie or TV show you want to recommend,
email montclarionentertainment@gmail.com
-Dominique Evans
Chief Copy Editor
Emily has been making movies for years, including her film “Just Friends.“
Photo courtesy of Rob Watt
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     HBO’s “Silicon 
Valley” star Kumail 
Nanjiani is a charming 
love stuck ex in the 
feature film, “The Big 
Sick.” Based on his 
relationship with his 
wife Emily V. Gordon, 
“The Big Sick” covers 
a major rif in their re-
lationship when Nan-
jiani struggled to tell 
his parents he was in 
an interracial relationship. Because of their different cultures, the two separate. 
However, when Emily is ridden with an undiagnosable illness and goes into a 
coma, Nanjiani is forced to deal with his family and his love for Emily. While 
Nanjiani plays himself, his wife Emily is played by the talented Zoe Kazan. 
The two have a chemistry that feels natural as the film uses Nanjiani’s comedic 
background to the fullest. The film fulfills viewers’ romantic comedy expec-
tations, and the knowledge that Gordon and Nanjiani wrote the film together 
makes it that much sweeter. 
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Nine Deeez Nite Brings 
Back ‘90s Hits
     Last Friday night, Montclair 
State University students were 
able to relive their favorite 
memories of the ‘90s with a 
throwback concert promoted by 
the Department of Campus Rec-
reation and Health Promotion. 
According to the Student Recre-
ation Center, the event had been 
in the making for two weeks to 
promote their week-packed ‘90s 
themed activities.
     Despite the cold winds and 
weather conditions, it did not 
stop the concert from going on 
as the night kicked off at 6 p.m. 
with a long line at the Student 
Center Ballroom as students 
waited outside to register for 
the Nine Deeez themed concert. 
Outside the ballroom, T-shirts 
with the logo “REC-Rewind” 
were given out to concertgoers 
by the recreation department 
along with ‘90s themed snacks 
and beverages, such as Gushers, 
Scooby-Doo fruit snacks, Yahoo 
milk and Capri Sun juice pouch-
es.
     As students waited for the 
concert to start, they took selfies 
by the state-of-the-art Simple 
Booth system that sends them 
through email and to multiple 
social media networks. Students 
using the selfie booth were able 
to record video and photos of 
their experiences throughout 
the concert to their social media 
networks.
     Amber Allen, a jurisprudence 
junior with a minor in journal-
ism, explained how she could 
not contain her excitement to 
hear the Nine Deeez cover band 
while she waited in line to take 
a selfie.
     “I am so happy that the uni-
versity has such events like this 
because I am a transfer student 
from Union County College and 
I find that promoting concert 
events like this helps me im-
merse myself with the feel of 
college life,” Allen said.
     The event, hosted by the Stu-
dent Recreation Center, designed 
the 90’s theme concert to get stu-
dents who live on campus and 
commuters the opportunity to 
interact with student organiza-
tions while involving themselves 
with campus life.
     No stranger to the students 
of Montclair state, the Nine 
Deeez cover band from New 
Jersey graced the Student Center 
Ballrooms at 7 p.m. to perform 
a night full of throwback music 
from Vanilla Ice to NSYNC. The 
cover band has opened for the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers at the 
Prudential Center and most no-
tably, performed at the MetLife 
Stadium prior to a New York 
Giants game.
     The Nine Deeez cover band, 
who prides themselves on deliv-
ering thrilling flashback of ‘90s 
nostalgia, did not disappoint 
Friday night as the audience 
screamed and danced to songs 
they love and songs they forgot 
they loved.
     As the students danced to fa-
vorites like TLC, Britney Spears, 
Backstreet Boys and NSYNC, 
the Nine Deeez Band stopped 
and played a game of ‘90s trivia 
passing out ‘90s themed prizes 
from signed CD albums, collec-
tor edition action figures and 
board games.
     Students danced the night 
away attracting looks outside of 
the ballroom to join in the night 
filled with music.
     Cynthia Tyrrell, a family 
science and human development 
freshman who lives on campus, 
talked about her experience at-
tending the ‘90s themed concert.
     “I’m having a good time,” 
Tyrrell said. “It’s cool that the 
Student Rec Center had signs 
out to promote this event. If 
they didn’t, then I would be in 
my dorm tonight, so I am glad I 
came.”
     With the musical perfor-
mance from the Nine Deeez 
band to ‘90s trivia and raffled 
snack baskets, the ‘90s themed 
concert proved to be a success in 
creating student interaction and 
involvement. As the event was 
wrapping up, students began 
collecting contact numbers and 
taking photos recording their 
night-filled throwback experi-
ence.
     Michelle Ji Hee, a political sci-
ence senior, expressed her grat-
itude for the Student Recreation 
Center for creating the event.
     “Being I’m from South Korea, 
I found it hard to interact with 
students on campus because 
my accent was so heavy,” Hee 
said. “However, I’m really glad 
I came out tonight because I’ve 
made some new friends and had 
the opportunity to experience 
what a college concert is like.”
TIffany Baskerville
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Nine Deeez Nite band members prepare for the concert in the Student Center Ballrooms.
Nine Deeez Nites consists of Casey Slater (vocalist), Timmy Gibbler 
(guitarist), Shady Frasier (drums) and Roach Bass. 
Sophomore Josh Mariscala using the selfie booth at the concert. 
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‘The Cloverfield Project’ Revolutionizes 
How Movies are Advertised and Distributed
     The surprise sci-fi horror flick “The Clo-
verfield Paradox” shocked audiences with 
its sudden release but failed to provide any 
well-constructed payoff to all that it sets up.
     “The Cloverfield Paradox” is the third 
entry in the mysterious science fiction horror 
franchise that was kept secret from the public 
until hours before its release. In an era when 
film marketing reveals too much about the fi-
nal product, “The Cloverfield Paradox” takes 
a big risk in revealing absolutely nothing 
about the film only hours before its unveil-
ing. No matter the quality of the film, this is 
a unique marketing campaign that I hope to 
see some variation of in future movies.
     All three “Cloverfield” films center on the 
mystery of the Cloverfield monster and how 
it came to earth. Each film is a self-contained 
story that subtly connects to each other 
through the origin of the monster. “Clover-
field” covers the night the monster came to 
New York and destroyed the city.
     Its sequel, “10 Cloverfield Lane” takes 
place in the same time frame but in a differ-
ent location. A young woman wakes up in an 
underground bunker with two mysterious 
men claiming the Earth is uninhabitable due 
to a mysterious event.
     In this installment to the franchise, “The 
Cloverfield Paradox” focuses on a team of 
astronauts searching for a solution to an 
energy crisis that causes them to come face to 
face with a dangerous alternate reality that is 
nothing they have seen before.
     Not knowing what I was about to see cre-
ated a fantastic viewing experience. Besides 
knowing it is set in space and connects to 
the other two “Cloverfield” movies, I was 
very excited to have my mind blown by the 
unpredictability of it. After watching the 
first half hour, my expectations were met. 
The lack of a marketing campaign really 
enhanced the film because everything that 
was shocking to the characters was actually 
surprising to the audience too.
     As the movie continued and the excite-
ment of the release wore off, I began to judge 
the film as a third installment that was going 
to explain everything from the first two mov-
ies. The film’s only trailer had the tagline, 
“10 years ago, some thing arrived. Now, 
find out why,” so I was preparing to have all 
the questions from the previous two movies 
answered. “The Cloverfield Paradox” does 
not do that.
     “The Cloverfield Paradox” has a very 
exciting and creative first half that provides 
a lot of setup for some very awesome twists. 
Right when the audience becomes complete-
ly invested in everything, the film becomes 
a by-the-numbers horror flick in space that 
is painfully predictable. That tagline about 
finding out what happened in the first film 
is a complete lie as it has barely anything to 
do with the original. While “10 Cloverfield 
Lane” also has very little to do with the first 
film, that film at least has a consistent pace 
and quality that keeps viewers on the edge of 
their seat. “The Cloverfield Paradox” has an 
awesome set up with absolutely no payoff.
     It was a wise choice releasing this on 
Netflix because paying money to see this in 
theaters would make for a massively disap-
pointing experience. The excitement of it be-
ing released so quickly and its excellent first 
half kept me from disliking it. I really want 
people to support this film due to its risky 
marketing and its incredible first hour. 
     Particularly for new viewers who have not 
seen the first two films, newcomers would 
really have a blast the entire way through 
without the information from the previous 
two films. While I wish the quality of the film 
was better, I still would recommend check-
ing this out on Netflix due to its incredible 
achievement with its lack of marketing.
Brilliant Adventure of Misfits at 
‘The End of the F***ing World’
     Netflix’s tendency for putting 
out great content has become rou-
tine. Their streaming service has 
an effortless ability to give unique 
ideas a platform to shine. “The 
End of the F***ing World” is a 
British dark-comedy drama based 
on Charles S. Forsman’s graphic 
novel of the same name. Netflix’s 
remarkable streak of success con-
tinues with this show, one of the 
most bizarre, hilariously cynical 
and insightful ones I have seen in 
quite some time.
     The main premise involves 
James, played by Alex Lawther, 
a 17-year-old boy who believes 
himself to be a psychopath. Fans of 
Netflix’s other massively popular 
drama series “Black Mirror” will 
recognize the actor from season 
three’s “Shut Up and Dance” 
episode. He soon runs into Alyssa, 
played by Jessica Barden, a rebel-
lious classmate who believes James 
could provide her the chance of 
escaping the dissonant home life 
situation she finds herself in. 
     Together the two decide to run 
away, ignoring the desires of their 
delusional parents, and embark 
on a journey of self-discovery, if 
you want to call it that. James is so 
mentally disturbed that he yearns 
to experience what it is like to kill 
a human being.
     Summarizing precisely what 
“The End of the F***ing World” 
is about and what makes it so re-
freshing is difficult. On one hand, 
it feels like a coming-of-age come-
dy about two hilariously troubled 
weirdos. On the other, it can be 
a thrilling, yet deeply insightful 
deluge of questions concerning 
themes like morality, love and ni-
hilism. It feels like a roller coaster 
that flashes pretty images along 
the way that are just as memorable 
as the adrenaline rush from the 
speed of the ride itself.
     What is interesting is that the 
show does not seem to take a di-
rect stance on these issues. This is 
a compliment though because the 
ambiguous nature of the story is 
what makes it so fascinating. There 
are no clear lessons to be learned 
here, no overarching theme that 
gives a viewer an answer to what 
is good and what is bad. It is just 
a story about two troubled teens 
seeking asylum from the world.
     Much of this can be accred-
ited to to the superb writing as 
well as the main performances of 
Lawther and Barden. These two 
characters have plenty of layers, 
making them a lot more endearing 
than their misanthropic ideolo-
gies and tendencies. From early 
on, the show’s blatantly crude 
title certainly proves to be fortu-
itous enough as there is plenty of 
profanity spewed throughout and 
some violent moments that display 
gory images.
     This journey is not one for the 
faint of heart but rather for those 
that enjoy a darker gradient of 
comedy. It is often best when the 
main protagonists share their 
observations through narration or 
their inner thoughts, like Alyssa 
pondering whether or not she 
should become an alcoholic since 
at least then she would “always 
have something to do.”
     All of this is not to suggest the 
show is perfect. Around the final 
two or three episodes, I felt that 
the show peaked a little bit. There 
wasn’t anything shocking or re-
markable left in the tank. The con-
clusion itself is great. I couldn’t 
help but feel as though there had 
been a slight dip in quality in the 
series’ final stretch overall. Things 
come to a halt and there is not 
much in the way of character de-
velopment. Regardless of this, it is 
not a deal breaker. I am sure most 
people will be too infatuated with 
the beginning and middle devel-
opments of the plot to be bothered 
much by the relatively mundane 
nature of the last act.
     For those looking for some-
thing different that offers hys-
terically vulgar comedy with 
acute observations about life 
underneath the surface that isn’t 
overly pretentious about it, “The 
End of the F***ing World” is the 
latest binge-worthy show for 
them. If not, take a gander at it 
anyway. When everything seems 
to be going to hell, it is strangely 
therapeutic to have a front row 
seat for it.
“The Cloverfield Paradox” was surprise released the night of Feb. 4.
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
Javier Reyes
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com via Netflix
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Men’s Hockey: 4
Siena College: 7
No Games
No Games
SAT 2/10
SUN 2/11
Men’s Indoor Track at 
St. Joseph’s College 
Invitational
TBA
Women’s Indoor Track at 
St. Joseph’s College 
Invitational
TBA
Women’s Basketball at 
The College of New Jersey
1 p.m.
Men’s Basketball at 
The College of New Jersey
3 p.m.
Women’s Hockey at
University of Pennsylvania
8:15 p.m.
Men’s Hockey vs.
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute
9:10 p.m.
MON 2/12
No Games
TUE 2/13
No Games
WED 2/14
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Rutgers-Camden
6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Rutgers-Camden
8 p.m.
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 65
Stockton University: 69
THU 2/8
FRI 2/9
Sports
Mikaela Schultz (20) shoots the puck on net at Floyd Hall Arena.
Anthony Paradiso
Assistant Sports Editor
      The Montclair State Univer-
sity women’s ice hockey team 
will play in their final regular-
season game this weekend. If 
they win, the Red Hawks can 
accomplish three goals: they 
will have earned a division title 
for the first time in their history, 
finish undefeated in their con-
ference and be the first ranked 
seed in the playoffs.
        At last Thursday’s practice, 
defenseman Amanda Peterson 
talked about why this year will 
have a positive impact on the 
program’s future.
      “I think recruiting-wise it’s 
important because we need 
more players,” Peterson said. 
“It’s something that we can use 
if we go undefeated. We can go 
out there and be like ‘Hey, we 
did this last year and we’re a 
legit team. Come play for us.’”
      Head coach David Solomon 
discussed the widespread lead-
ership on this year’s team.
      “Whether it’s a calming voice 
in between periods, or when 
the game’s getting chippy and 
we’ve taken a few penalties, 
that’s where [Alex] Tepper or 
Peterson, any one of [the team’s 
leaders] will chime in,” Solo-
mon said.
      Compared with last year, 
the 2017-2018 season so far has 
been a monumental success for 
these Red Hawks, who can fin-
ish with an undefeated confer-
ence record with a win in their 
season finale on Saturday at 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia.
      What they are not guaran-
teed is a spot in the 2018 na-
tional tournament. On Feb. 25, 
the Atlantic Collegiate Hockey 
Association (ACHA) will an-
nounce its final rankings — 
which will determine what 
teams make it to the ACHA 
Women’s Division National 
Tournament this March.
      New rankings have been 
announced on achahockey.org 
and the Red Hawks are ranked 
fifth in the ACHA Division II 
East Region. That means they 
are locked in to make the na-
tional tournament according 
to the rankings released at the 
end of January. 
      If the Red Hawks had lost 
a few more games and been 
ranked sixth, then the winner 
of the Delaware Valley Col-
legiate Hockey Conference 
(DVCHC) would have taken 
over the sixth ranked spot and 
knocked Montclair State out 
of participating in the national 
tournament. 
        The Red Hawks’ consis-
tent goal scoring from key 
players, like Kristen Iattarelli, 
senior forward Mikaela Schul-
tz and defenseman Brittany 
Meneghin, has maintained 
the team’s undefeated record. 
It’s an achievement to be 
proud of, even if it is not the 
Red Hawks’ women’s hockey 
team’s ultimate goal.
        Co-captain and senior for-
ward Iattarelli commented on 
what she thinks the playoffs 
will demand of her and her 
teammates come February.
       “There’s definitely things 
we have to work on, and we 
have to get to practice,” Iattarel-
li said. “We have to work on the 
little things. If we can’t stay dis-
ciplined and responsible, we’re 
definitely not going to [ad-
vance] when we go to nationals. 
Discipline is a big problem right 
now, but we need to fix that as 
we go forward.”
       The Red Hawks only lost 
twice, 0-6 to University of Dela-
ware back on Nov. 19, 2017, and 
1-12 to Bishop’s University on 
Jan. 20, but that evening, four 
Red Hawks skaters could not 
play and the conference leaders 
were not at full strength.
     One of the keys to any hockey 
teams’ success over the course 
of a long regular season that 
spans from September to March 
is the play of the team goalten-
der. Last season was sophomore 
goalie Kawanne Ferguson’s first 
season ever playing as a hockey 
goalie, and she struggled with 
a 3-5 record and a 4.88 goals-
against average. This season, 
Ferguson has quadrupled her 
win total to 12 and lowered her 
goals-against average by more 
than a goal.
      Ferguson’s teammates com-
mented on her growth as a 
player and a teammate.
Red Hawks Women’s Hockey 
Eyes a Conference Title
Photo courtesy of msuicehockey.com
Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 81
Stockton University: 89
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The women’s team looks to capture top seed in tournament for the first time
      “She definitely takes advice 
very well,” Iattarelli said. “I’ll 
give her simple hockey advice, 
like ‘collapse on the puck’ and 
she responds very well, so it’s 
been nice to have someone who 
is so approachable.”
      Senior defenseman Alex 
Tepper chimed in.
       “Kaye lets us know what’s 
going on [this year],” Tepper 
said. “She’s gotten a lot better 
about that. Last year she didn’t. 
Just communicating with our 
D-partners is important, to let 
[your D-partner] know what’s 
going on, stuff like that.”
The Red Hawks will play any-
one on the team who is playing 
nicely so that the team can play 
as well as a well-oiled machine. 
Solomon discussed his team’s 
ability to play as a unit in the 
playoffs.
       “We need to be disciplined 
and focused because the play-
offs are a different animal from 
the regular season,” Solomon 
said. “[In the playoffs] one bad 
penalty can cost you a power-
play goal, and you’re not as-
sured you’re going to come 
back. You don’t have another 
game.”
      The Red Hawks will play 
their final game of the regular 
season away at the University 
of Pennsylvania Saturday night 
at 8:15 p.m. The DVCHC con-
ference playoffs will begin on 
Feb. 16 and end on Feb. 18.
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Men’s Basketball Heats Up as 
Playoffs Approach
16-6 men’s hoops coach Sears talks about his team’s success this season
Chris Hornstein
Staff Writer
      The Red Hawks are starting 
to catch fire. The team is playing 
its best basketball of the season 
at the right time, with winning 
their last four games.
      On Jan. 31, they got a huge 
win at home as they rolled past 
William Paterson University. 
Then they went on the road and 
were bested by a strong Stock-
ton University in Galloway, 
New Jersey. They stood at 16-6 
overall and sat fourth in the 
conference behind The College 
of New Jersey, New Jersey City 
University and first-place Ra-
mapo College.
     Leading the way is freshman 
point guard Myles Mitchell-
White. He averaged 16 points 
and four assists last week as he 
took home his seventh New Jer-
sey Athletic Conference (NJAC) 
Rookie of the Week award. This 
is only the eleventh week of the 
season.
      Head coach Marlon Sears 
talked about why he thought 
Mitchell-White has been able to 
step in as a freshman and run 
the point guard.
      “The biggest thing is his lead-
ership skills, he’s a natural born 
leader,” Sears said. “He’s an ex-
tremely bright young man, both 
on and off the floor, and when 
you get that combination in a 
guy, I think he has a chance to 
be special.”
       The Red Hawks front line 
has also been impressive. Ed-
die Emedoh, Kaan Yilmaz, Jar-
rett Bogus and Jordan Roberson 
form a unit that’s one of the 
deepest and most talented in 
the country. According to Sears 
their depth is one of the keys to 
the team’s success.
       “It’s gigantic,” Sears said. 
“Guys just stay fresh and then 
as we get to this point in the sea-
son when most teams are start-
ing to get worn down, we still 
have fresh legs and we’re still 
moving around really well on 
the defensive end.”
       The team is coming down 
the home stretch of the season, 
needing just one more win 
to clinch a spot in the NJAC 
tournament. The winner of the 
NJAC tournament receives a 
bid to the Division III NCAA 
tournament. According to 
coach Sears, they are taking it 
just one game at a time.
Chris Hornstein | The Montclarion
Myles Mitchell-White rises up for a shot against Ramapo Col-
lege.
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Student Athlete Profile: 
Olympian Isadora Williams
      When students watch the 
two-week long Winter Olym-
pics, they might not expect to 
see one of their own competing. 
However, fellow Red Hawk Isa-
dora Williams will be skating 
for gold.
      This year’s Winter Olympics 
will take place in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea starting on Feb. 8. 
While she attends school here at 
Montclair State in the U.S., Wil-
liams will be competing for the 
country of Brazil.
       Williams, a nutrition and 
food science major, is a dual cit-
izen of Brazil, where her mother 
is from, and the United States, 
where her father is from. That is 
how she is able to compete for 
Brazil, yet train here and attend 
school in Montclair State.
       She began skating at the age 
of 5 because of her father.
       “When I was younger, my 
dad took me to a public skat-
ing session and I just fell in love 
with it,” Williams said. “He 
took me to group lessons after 
and then private lessons and it 
just went from there.”
        It was not until she was 
about 12 years old when she 
and her family looked into hav-
ing her compete at a national 
level. They looked into seeing 
if Brazil had an outlet for figure 
skating.
       “We just wanted to see if 
I had the opportunity to skate 
Anthony Gabbianelli
Sports Editor
for Brazil,” Williams said. “We 
contacted them, and they sent 
me to my first Junior World’s 
after that.”
       While they sent her to Junior 
World’s, her eyes have been al-
ways set on the Olympics.
       “Ever since I was little, 
the Olympics was always the 
end goal,” Williams said. “I’ve 
[been] working towards that 
goal my entire life.”
      In September of 2013, Williams 
competed at the Nebelhorn 
Trophy, a senior international 
figure skating competition and 
the last qualifying event for the 
2014 Winter Olympic games 
held in Sochi, Russia. There, 
Williams placed high enough to 
make her dreams a reality.
       Williams, along with quali-
fying for the Winter Games 
in Sochi, also became the first 
woman in Brazil’s history to 
compete in the Winter Olym-
pics for figure skating.
        “It was such an honor to 
represent the country of my 
parent’s heritage, to put South 
America on the figure skating 
map because they hadn’t had 
anyone in the past represent 
them for the Olympics,” Wil-
liams said.
      While reaching her goal in 
Sochi, the outcome was not 
what she had hoped for. Finish-
ing with a ranking of 30th place, 
she is using this experience to 
propel her in this year’s com-
petition. She looks forward to 
redeeming herself.
      “My first Olympics did not 
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go as well as I had hoped,” 
Williams said. “It kind of 
sucked working towards 
something and it not going 
as well as you’d hoped. It 
was three minutes, but it felt 
like my whole skating career 
was over. But I decided to get 
back into skating, and I’m 
just happy to have another 
chance to perform to my po-
tential.”
      As well as competing in 
Pyeongchang, Williams also 
goes to school in Montclair. 
While her schoolwork is just 
as important as her training, 
she has limited the amount 
of classwork this semester to 
prioritize the Olympics.
      “I’m taking two online 
classes this semester just be-
cause I’ll be traveling a lot,” 
Williams said. “I think my 
main focus this semester is 
going to be the Olympics. It’s 
good to take online classes 
so I won’t completely be out 
of school, but I can balance it 
better.”
      Williams, a transfer stu-
dent, spent the last two years 
at Montclair State and has 
figured out how to balance 
school and training while 
here.
       “It’s just a lot of time man-
agement,” Williams said. “I 
try to get homework in as of-
ten as I can like during lunch 
breaks or whenever I have a 
break from skating. I really 
just stay on top of my sched-
ule.”
       Along with taking her 
classes at Montclair State, Wil-
liams trains five days a week for 
three hours each at Floyd Hall 
Arena on campus. Besides that, 
she also trains at the gym for an 
hour and a half twice a week. 
On the weekends, Williams also 
coaches at the rink.
        “I used to think I was miss-
ing out on stuff on campus,” 
Williams said. “But then I just 
realize how special the Olym-
pics are going to be and when I 
look back on my youth, I don’t 
really think missing out on my 
social life will be as detrimental 
as I thought in the past.”
       This will be Williams’ final 
Isadora Williams practices five days a week at Floyd Hall Arena. Anthony Gabbianelli | The Montclarion
Williams will participate in 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang in figure skating
time competing in the Olym-
pics. She will also compete in 
one more season of tourna-
ments after the Olympics.
       Williams has acquired quite 
the fanbase here at Montclair 
State and in Brazil. While the 
300 million people back in Bra-
zil watch her on television, her 
roommates here will be hav-
ing a watch party to see their 
roommate go for the gold on 
Wednesday, Feb. 21.
Anthony Gabbianelli | The Montclarion
Isadora Williams is the first Brazilian woman to compete in the Olym-
pics for figure skating.
